N 2 -~ S

X1

A mm IA-RDP79R00890A000700050020-3
GHANGE IN CLA '
! . DECLASSIFIED | |
EBC BRIEBPING/. :ss cranotn10: 18 8 C 10 May 1956

NEXT REVIEW DATE, . oo
::;: S0 - nﬁﬁ’@m NOVE?

1. After a two-and-ome-bhalf hour Noscow mosting with Ehrushohev
oR § May, & stray French “delegatioa” (led by Mational Assenbly deputy
Iﬁtﬁﬂei 4'Astier de lgrvistrin. 2 vige-president of the ¥orld Peace
Council) guoted Ehrushchev to the AFF correspondent in Moscow as
sayisg, "The Soviet Union is preparing to sanounce smuz a very
important decision. Whether the ¥eSters powers sccept it or not,
the peoples will thes anderstand om which side the genuive defenders
of psace are to Be fouad.” Peputy Vigerie told the AFpP reporter he
mt the aprnsian that the "decisioa” would be for a reduction in
Soviet armed forces and :ﬂitary expenditures, Ayp m-akc this story
at 8:30 p.m., EOT, last ni:ht. o Soviet announcement has yet beesn
made public.

3. Remarks by Ehrushchev to British and American etti;:i&la ~
during tlu recent Soviet UK visit suggest that the DESR will confroat
the US and its Western allies in the asar future with a public challenge
to make ubumthl reciprocal cuts in coaventiocnal armed forces,

!; hix talk with Governor Stassen on 34 April, Khrushchev asked
whether the United States would reduce its arsed forces should the
UBSR cut its forces by one millien Res8 asd make a corresponding
reductioa in Gouventional armaments.

3. 1In m&tiﬁ to such a proposal to cut armed foreces, ioscow
may also call for a 15 reduction in military budgets, a balt to
farther thermonuclear woapons tests, and a ban on anclear weapons

in German territory. The Soviet leaders may slso attempt to place
| 79R00890A000700050020-3

Approved For Release 2002/@9/6



Approved For Release 2002/05/07 CIA-RDP79R00890A000700050020-3

the Western powers on the defensive by proposing & ua:cr’ra@uetian,
perhaps by one-half, of four power lorces ia Germany. Yhrushchey
told Stassen that thé USSR was ready to make a deginning towerd
disarmanent by reducing its forces in Germany without walting for a
solution of the German question.

4. Khrushchev's reported remsrks to the Fresch ”ﬁnlt;ttieu”
suggest that, while the U3SR's wdecision” will be in the foss of a
proposal to the ¥West for reciprocal reductions ia armed forces,

armaments and budgets, Noscow may iatend in any esse to carry out
usilateral cuts in its oversll military establishment, military
spending, and troop strength in Esst Gersany, rug:rdlasu'ai the West's

reaction to the propossl.

S. A proposal for reciprocal cuts, followed by s unilateral
Soviet reduction, would be comsistent with the patters of other recent
sailiateral savsit acitions desigaed to portray the U5 as agraspaanive
ta»ayritt peace ovartures. nsrliar~laiua along these lines include
last year's such aublteinad 640,000 Soviet trnap reduction, and
Bulgsnin's offer of a friendship treaty to the United States.

6. A dramatic move such as that hinted at by Khrusbhev would
provide further evidence that the Soviet leaders are mot interested
in serious negotistions for an enforceable disarmament agreement.

It would strengthen the iapression that they conceive of their dis-
armament policy as an instrument for advsacing brosder foreign pelicy
objectives. They probably believe a unilateral cut, following efforts
in the U Disarmament Subcommittee to creats the impression of Soviet
concessions to Weatern views, will lead Yestern goveraments teo curtail

military spending snd redace armed forces even in the abhsence of a
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